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Dr. Marah Curtis received her Ph.D. from Columbia University in Social Policy, Planning 
and Policy Analysis from the School of Social Work in 2005.  She was on faculty at Boston 
University until last year when she joined the UW faculty in the School of Social Work.  
She is a faculty affiliate at the Institute for Research on Poverty and the Center for 
Demography and Ecology.  Her research centers on the health, housing stability and 
living arrangements of disadvantaged families and the role of public policy in mediating 
challenges to well-being.  She examines how policies and contextual factors affect health 
and housing outcomes.  Her work has been published in Demography, Social Science 
Research, Social Science and Medicine, Population Research and Policy Review, Housing 
Studies and Housing Policy Debate. 

Dr. Benard P. Dreyer is Professor of Pediatrics at NYU School of Medicine, where he is 
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Hospital Center. Dr. Dreyer is Past President of the Academic Pediatric Association (APA) 
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APA Research Scholars Program. Dr. Dreyer has held many important leadership 
positions in the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) as well.  His research and policy 
interest in health literacy has led to the publication of a book for pediatricians on health 
literacy strategies and resources, the publication of a special issue of the journal 
Pediatrics that he edited, and his appointment to the Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
Roundtable on Health Literacy.  In addition to issues of health literacy in pediatrics, Dr. 
Dreyer’s research studies include improving child development among high-risk urban 
families, the influence of media on child development, and interventions to prevent 
medication errors and prevent childhood obesity.   


