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Wisconsin County Health Rankings

ÅMeasures and ranks the óhealthô of 
Wisconsinôs 72 counties and the City of 
Milwaukee

ÅModeled after United Health Foundation 
Americaôs Health Rankings

ÅUses population-based measure of 
healthðbroadly defined

ÅSummarizes the óhealthô into summary 
measures



Purpose of the Rankings

ÅProvide an annual overview of health 
outcomes and health determinants across 
Wisconsin

ÅSpark discussion of health issues

ÅStress that there are multiple broad 
determinants of health

ÅDraw insights from high-performing 
counties additional resources for 
improvement to less healthy counties



Methods

Kindig D, Stoddart G.  What is population health?  American Journal of 

Public Health March 2003; 93: 380-383.















Data sources

ÅBehavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System

ÅCDC WONDER 

ÅMetastar

ÅUS Census Bureau

ÅUS Environmental 

Protection Agency

ÅWisconsin Crash 

Outcomes Data 

Evaluation System 

ÅWisconsin Dept of Health 

and Family Services 

ÅWisconsin Dept of Natural 

Resources

ÅWisconsin Dept of Public 

Instruction

ÅWisconsin Family Health 

Survey

ÅWisconsin Interactive 

Statistics on Health

ÅWisconsin Office of 

Justice Assistance



Making WI the Healthiest State

ÅAssess Wisconsinôs population health in 

comparison to other states

ïHealth of Wisconsin Report Card

ÅDevelop an evidence-based plan to help 

WI become healthiest state with less 

disparity

ïOpportunities to Make WI the Healthiest State 

ïEvidence on effective programs and policies



Health of Wisconsin Report Card



Background

ÅHealthiest Wisconsin 2010 goals

ïProtect and promote health for all

ïEliminate health disparities

ÅMaking Wisconsin the Healthiest State 

project aims to examine ways to help 

make Wisconsin the healthiest state in the 

nation, with less disparity

ÅOther organizations measure disparities 

but have not graded states on overall 

disparities



Overview of HOW Report Card

ÅGrades Wisconsin on é

ïHealth 

ïHealth disparity

ÅHighlights é

ïLife stages

ïPopulation subgroups

ÅViews health broadly to includeé

ïMortality (CDC Wonder and raw national data)

ïHealth-related quality of life (BRFSS)



Overview of Report Card



Methods ïgrading health

ÅCreated ñcurvesò for each life stage and 

outcome based on the distribution of rates 

across the 50 states 



Methods ïgrading health

ÅInfants / children and young adults

ïHealth grade is the grade for mortality

ÅWorking-age adults / older adults

ïHealth grade is the average of the grades for 
mortality and unhealthy days

ÅWisconsinôs final grade for health is an 
average of the four life stage health 
grades



Methods ïgrading health disparity

ÅDisparity score calculated for each life 
stage

ïCompares the grades of all life stage 
subgroups to the best subgroup grade

ïDisparity score can range from 
Å0% ïall subgroups have the same grade, to

Å100% ïone subgroup grade is A and all remaining 
subgroup grades are Fs

ÅWisconsinôs final grade for health disparity 
is an average of the four life stage health 
disparity grades



Health Of Wisconsin Report Card 

Results
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Worst state 

Mississippi (519)
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Minnesota (257)
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(170)





Opportunities to Make Wisconsin 

the Healthiest State


